Restoring Ethics in the
Legal Profession

Sandra Oke profers ways in which the image of the protession can be improved

he issue of poor
ethical standards in
the Legal profession
has reczived the
attention of mem-
bers of the Bar and
bench alike, Cputa,
J.S.C as he then was
amented that:
‘Looking back on
the legal profession in Migeria in
the fortdes, fifdes and even sixtdes,
one sees in retrospect a rather
dignified, respectable and salf -
respecting profession - the pride of
lawryers, the ambition of many and
an object of reverence by the gen-
erality of our people Nowadays,
things seem to be falling apart.
Nowadays again, one notides a
significant shift from the erstwhile,
awe and reverence with which the
members of the profession are now
forgetting some of the qualities
and qualifications which earned
for them and their profession the
envied and dignified a]ijpellaiim of
"learned and honourable,” Could
it be that we have said goodbye to
the sublime chjective of our great
Frofessioﬂ? But whatever it i3 and
he presert situation demands that
somethin

be done to restore the
pristine dignity, the splendowr and
the glory that was the legal profes-
%i':-flll in bur countty in years gone

Fresident of the NBA, Okey
Wali 2ANM, at the beginming of his
term as NBA President asserted
that, "my wision for the Bar is that
of a professicnalised Bar; profes-
sionalised in the sense of Keepin
to the best traditions of the profes-
sion, best ethics, which we seom to
have lost a lot of srounds on®, "If
after two vears of MEA presidency,
the only thing [ achieved is to
change the imnage of the profession
and fo change ethical standards,
I would have left the NBA a very
satsfied man®,

This brings us to the pertinent
queston of, what does ethics
meant, The word ethics detives
from the Greek word "ethos” which
tmeats “charactet™ and from the
Latin wiord “mores®, which means
customs. The concept of ethics can
be traced as far back as Aristotle,
To hitn an action is ethical when it
is for the greater good of members
of the soclety:

Legal ethics has been defined as,
the minimum standards of ap-
prgFriate cotdict within the lelgal
profession. It is the behavicura
nerms and merals which govern
judges and lawyers, It involves
dutes that the members owe one
another, their cdients, and the
courts. The rules governing
sional ethics in Migeria are t
Legal Practidoners Act 1962 and the
Rules of Professional conduct 2007,

This article will focus on the duty
of counsel to the Court

Duty of Counsel to Court

Eule 1 of the Fules of Frofes-
sli_lonal Conduct in Migeria provides
that

{a). It is the duty of the lawyer

tofes-
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to maintain towards the Court
respectful attitude, not for the sake
of the temporary incumbent of the
judicial office, but for the mainte-
narce of its supreme imp ortande,
Judges, not being whelly free to
defend themselves, are paculiarl
entitled to recaive the support

the Bar against unjust critdcism and
clamnour, Where there is proper

ound for serious complaint of a
fudicial officer, it is the right and
duty of the lawyer to submit his
gievanr:es to the proper authorities,

such cases, but not otherwisea,
such charges should be encouraged
and the person making them should
be protectad.

(EB A lawyer should be punctual
in all court appearances and, when-
ever possible, should §ive prompt
notice to the court and to all other
coursel in the case, of any croum-

"COULD IT BE THAT WE

HAVE SAID GOODBYE TO
THE SUBLIME OBJECTIVE OF
OUR GREAT PROFESSION?
BUT WHATEVER IT IS AND
THE PRESENT SITUATION
DEMANDS THAT SOMETHING
BE DONE TO RESTORE

THE PRISTINE DIGNITY,

THE SPLENDOUR AND THE
GLORY THAT WAS THE LEGAL
PROFESSION IN OUR COUNTRY
IN YEARS GONE BYE"

stances requiring his tardiness or
absence,

(o) Alawyer should make
evary reaspriable effort to prepare
himéelf fully prior to cowurt ap-
pearances. He should promptly
inform the court of ary settlement,
whether partial or entire with any
patty; ot the discontnuance of any
155U,

d) A lawyer should see to
it that all depositicns and other
documents required to be filed are
filed promptly; should stpulate in
advance with oeing counsel to
all non-controverted facts, should
give the cpposing coursel, on
reasonable request, an opportunity
in advance to inspect all evidence
of which the law permits inspec-
tHon, and, in general, should do
evarything possible to aveid
delays and to expedite the trial,

duty of counsal to court
plays a amadal role in preserving
the integrity of the legal profes-
sicnn It plades on lawyers the
responsibility of respécting judges
and the judicial process, If also
gives room for lawyers to seek
retnedies, if their rights have been
infringed on by a judge. This
duty, however does not afford
lawarers the right to make state-
merts operd_l{gbwt the integrity
of judges, re is a recent trefid
whetebry, lawyers after cases are
concluded, allege that, the Judges
wara given bribes or followed
itresular procedure, This sort of
behavicur has been frowned upot,
by the courts. In AMAECHI v

MEHIA, the Supreme Court
hel d that it is the duty of counsel
to have utmost respect for the
courts, [t continues that counsel

should not make remarks that
could lower the integrity of the
court and should discourage clients
from doing so directly or indirectly:
The respondent should make such
complaints to the appropriate
authority It further stated that, by
trying to excuse his inacticon, the
respondent questioned the integrity
of the Federal High Court and the
Supreme Court, rather than, bring-
ing the court to disrepute, has cast
aspersicns on his inte it¥

this issue, instead of alluding
to the corruption of Judges openly,
lawmrers should file petitions with
the TJC, The MJC would leck into
the merits of the petition and con-
sider if the petiion has any merit,
For example the Mational Judicial
coundil retired Justice NMaron of
Flateau Ztate who was found guilty
of judicial misconduct by several
committees set-up by the IN.J.C

Hewerer, this does not mean
that lawyers should file frivolous
petitions as this would amount to a
waste of the time and resources of
the INJC, The Chief Justce of MNige-
tia, Hon. Justice Aloma Mukhtar on
het assumption of office received
about 129 petitions, 106 which were
to use her own words “vexatious” or
"haseless”, only 22 of the pettions
wiate worth her attention,

Moving forward, lawsyers showuld
take their cheervance of thelr duty
to the court more seﬂouslg} by
observing all the rules and practices
of the court, by respecting 1ju-::l s
and other members of the e?a
profession and finally, by following
proper procedure for bringing
complairts against i’udtges.

Oke is a counsel af Norfolk
Pariners



